
The European Parliament’s draft report for 2nd reading on environmental quality standards in the field of water policy 
includes a list of additional substances for the European Commission to consider as potential “priority substances” (PS) or
“priority hazardous substances” (PHS).

This amendment 45 includes the intermediate Bisphenol A (BPA), and states that BPA should be reviewed as a potential PHS
by the Commission within 12 months:

A. In the context of the EU’s better regulation agenda, the inclusion of this list of additional substances unnecessarily duplicates
an existing regulatory process (article 16, WFD, 2000/60/EC).

B. The conclusions of the recently updated EU risk assessment of BPA clearly show that BPA poses no risk to the aquatic 
environment, has no classification that would warrant its inclusion as a PHS, and is not an endocrine disruptor.

C. Including BPA in the additional list damages the reputation of a substance that has been safely used for decades for 
products providing a number of important environmental benefits.

Our position: On these grounds, BPA should not be included in the Parliament’s second reading report on environmental 
quality standards. The PC/BPA group asks that MEPs support the existing regulatory process under Article 16 
of the Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) for reviewing priority substances.

A. Including an additional list of substances duplicates a pre-existing regulatory process
The Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) already sets out a process for identifying additional substances as PS or PHS. According to Article 
16 of the Water Framework Directive (WFD, 2000/60/EC), the Commission shall identify and review the list of priority substances every four years
and the Commission is due to adopt a new proposal to add additional chemicals to the list in December 2008. 
This legislation, agreed to by both the European Parliament and Council, states that risk assessments carried out under Existing Substances
Regulation EC/793/93 should be used as the basis to prioritise substances for action.

Article 16, WFD, 2000/60/EC states:
2. The Commission shall submit a proposal setting out a list of priority substances selected amongst those which present a significant risk to 

or via the aquatic environment. Substances shall be prioritised for action on the basis of risk to or via the aquatic environment, identified by:
(a) Risk assessment carried out under Council Regulation (EEC) No 793/93 (1), Council Directive 91/414/EEC (2), and Directive 98/8/EC of

the European Parliament and of the Council (3), or
(b) Targeted risk-based assessment (following the methodology of Regulation (EEC) No 793/93) focusing solely on aquatic ecotoxicity and

on human toxicity via the aquatic environment.
4. The Commission shall review the adopted list of priority substances at the latest four years after the date of entry into force of this Directive

and at least every four years thereafter, and come forward with proposals as appropriate. [i.e. 2004 and 2008, 2012 etc]
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Through this agreed process, the Commission is currently reviewing priority substances. By nominating substances and ignoring the process laid 
out in Article 16, the European Parliament would unnecessarily divert the attention and resources of the Commission and Member State experts, 
who are already addressing this issue.

B. The BPA risk assessment concludes that it poses no risk
The BPA risk assessment concludes that BPA poses no risk to the aquatic environment. EU risk assessments are the most authoritative source of 
scientific information for regulatory purposes. 
The BPA risk assessment sets out concentrations of BPA in surface water derived both from modelling and from the data contained in 
approximately 80 scientific publications. The risk assessment fully reviews and assesses potential endocrine activity of BPA before reaching its 
conclusions. Moreover, the risk assessment concludes that BPA is not carcinogenic, mutagenic or toxic for reproduction (CMR category 1 or 2), 
nor is it persistent, bioaccumulative or toxic (PBT).
These conclusions prove that the inclusion of BPA in an additional list of substances is unjustified.

C. Including BPA damages the reputation a safe substance that benefits the environment
The inclusion of BPA in this additional list will needlessly damage the reputation of a substance that poses no risk to the aquatic environment and,
in fact, provides a number of key environmental benefits. 
BPA has been safely-used in countless products for decades. It is a chemical starting point for the manufacture of polycarbonate plastic and epoxy
resins, used to make products that are essential to the quality of life; from CDs and cell phones to safety glasses and computers.  There is no direct
consumer or professional use for BPA.
BPA-based products assist in improving environmental performance. For example, lightweight polycarbonate is often used in cars and planes, which
improves energy efficiency, saves fuel and limits carbon dioxide emissions. Furthermore, transparent polycarbonate roofing allows lightweight steel 
construction for increased eco-efficiency. 
Amendment 45 will only serve to blacklist BPA, and create unfounded damage to European BPA manufacturers who are committed to ensuring
that their products meet the highest levels of safety.

Our position:
Given the points above, BPA should not be included in the Parliament’s second reading report on environmental quality standards. The PC/BPA
group asks that MEPs support the existing regulatory process under Article 16 of the Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) for reviewing 
priority substances.
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For further information, please contact:
Dr Michael Burcher
Regulatory Affairs Manager
Polycarbonate/BPA Group, PlasticsEurope
Secretary:
Tel: +32 (0)2 676 17 38
Fax: +32 (0)2 675 39 35

Office:
Tel: +44 (0) 1245 356366
Fax: +44 (0) 1245 356399
Mobile: +44 (0) 7802 177762
michael.burcher@plasticseurope.org
www.plasticseurope.org 

The Polycarbonate / Bisphenol A Group
of PlasticsEurope represents the
European producers of Bisphenol A
(BPA), the intermediate used in the
manufacture of polycarbonate and
epoxy resins.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile ()
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.30000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.30000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /RunLengthEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check true
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /DAN <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-3:2002, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-3, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-3:2002, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-3. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-3:2002, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-3 compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
    /DEU <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


