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Health Canada: “General public need not be concerned by BPA”
In its assessment released on 18 October 2008, Health Canada:

» Concludes that “bisphenol A exposure to newborns and infants is below levels
that cause effects’.

» States that the “general public need not be concerned” by bisphenol A.

Despite these conclusions, Health Canada has chosen to follow a highly precautionary
approach and has proposed a future prohibition on the importation, sale and advertising
of polycarbonate baby bottles that contain bisphenol A.

The PC/BPA group stresses that such moves to restrict or ban Bisphenol A-based
products such as polycarbonate baby bottles would be in contrast to the existing weight
of the scientific evidence. Specifically:

» Health authorities all over the world have repeatedly concluded that there is no risk
to consumers or the environment from bisphenol A-based consumer products
including polycarbonate baby bottles. Most recently the European Commission (June
2008), the European Food Safety Authority (July 2008), and the US Food and Drug
Administration (August 2008) all re-confirmed their long-standing conclusions that
products made from bisphenol A are safe in their intended uses.

> In September 2008, the European Commission stated that it regards the scientific
opinion of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) as “conclusive”. In its updated
assessment published on 23 July, 2008, EFSA re-confirmed its long-standing
position that bisphenol A-based polycarbonate and epoxy food contact products,
including baby bottles, are safe in their intended uses.

The PC/BPA Group of PlasticsEurope will continue to monitor developments in Canada
and be sure to provide further information as relevant to the Canadian authorities during
the 60 day consultation period, which will be concluded in December. The PC/BPA
Group strongly urges the Canadian government to follow the scientific approach,
which clearly supports the safety of polycarbonate plastic and epoxies in all their
current applications.

» For the Health Canada statement, please visit:
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ahc-asc/media/nr-cp/ 2008/2008 167-eng.php

» For more information on bisphenol A please visit:
www.bisphenol-a-europe.org
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